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NEW ALBANY HIGH SCHOOL 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT:  EUROPEAN HISTORY 

Summer Reading and Writing Assignment, 2019-2020 

Advanced Placement European History is a college level course in every regard.  We need to begin the course in 
August with a college level expectation and mindset for each of you.  Thus, you will be required to complete a 
summer reading and writing assignment to be handed in to the teacher on the first day of classes in August.   

Each of you will be required to read two books and write a three-page synopsis of each book.  These two 
synopses are the assignments to be handed to the teacher on the first day of school.  Each synopsis is to be typed, 
properly written (i.e. grammatically correct), double-spaced and in MLA format.  Your synopsis will include two 
components.  First, it must provide an overview of the content of the book (2 pages).  Second, it must convey 
your personal assessment of the reading (1 page).  In other words, your synopsis must convey the content of the 
book, and also discuss what you learned from the book – what you found interesting, how it fits in with your 
personal knowledge – and an evaluation of the book overall (use of first person is acceptable).  Keep in mind that 
these books are non-fiction (they are not novels and should not be referred to as such).  In your synopses, make it 
obvious that you have read each book, even if there are parts that you do not completely understand.   

Each of you will be required to read the first volume of Winston Churchill’s history of World War II.   

Each of you will also be required to read one biography from the list below.  

Please note once more that this is a college course.  Your approach to reading the books and writing the synopses 
should reflect your focus on producing high-quality work.  Be advised: This is not a research assignment, therefore 
you should not consult outside sources in writing your synopses – you should simply read each book and write a 
synopsis that includes your own thoughts.  In addition, students are to work independently on this assignment – 
your synopses should represent your work and no one else’s.  For this assignment, evidence of sharing work will be 
considered to be cheating for the students involved.   

Welcome to Advanced Placement European History.  
 
REQUIRED READING:  
Churchill, Winston S.  The Gathering Storm.  (Volume One of six volumes on the Second World War.)   

Before beginning the book, read the background material printed on the last page of this assignment.   

BIOGRAPHIES:  (You are to select one.)  

Asprey, Robert B.  Frederick the Great:  The Magnificent Enigma.  (King of Prussia.) 

Bainton, Roland H.  Here I Stand:  A Life of Martin Luther.  (Founder of Protestantism.) 

Bergreen, Laurence.  Over the Edge of the World:  Magellan.  (First ship to circumnavigate the globe.) 

Bluche, Francois.  Louis XIV.  (Translated by Mark Greengrass.) 

Castelot, Andre.  Napoleon.  (Translated by Guy Daniels.) 
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Chapman-Huston, Desmond.  Ludwig II:  The Mad King of Bavaria. (German king of the 19th century.) 

Churchill, Winston S.  My Early Life. (Autobiography of Churchill’s life until he was elected to Parliament.) 

Crankshaw, Edward.  Bismarck.  (Prussian leader who created a united German state.) 

Crankshaw, Edward.  Maria Theresa.  (Empress of Austria.) 

Erickson, Carolly.  Great Catherine:  The Life of Catherine the Great, Empress of Russia.  

Erickson, Carolly.  Great Harry.  (Henry VIII, King of England.)  

Erickson, Carolly.  Josephine:  The Life of an Empress.  (Wife of Napoleon Bonaparte.) 

Erickson, Carolly.  The First Elizabeth.  (Elizabeth I, Queen of England.)  

Erickson, Carolly.  To The Scaffold:  The Life of Marie Antoinette.  (Wife of Louis XVI.) 

Fraser, Antonia.  Cromwell.   (Leader of the Puritans in the English Civil War, leader of the Commonwealth.)  

Fraser, Antonia.  Mary, Queen of Scots. (Queen of Scotland in the sixteenth century.) 

Hibbert, Christopher.  Charles I.  (King of England in the seventeenth century, during the English Civil War.)  

Hibbert, Christopher.  Garibaldi.  (Italian nationalist and leader of the Red Shirts.)  

Hibbert, Christopher.  Nelson:  A Personal History.   (Lord Admiral Horatio Nelson, English naval hero and victor 
at the Battle of Trafalgar.)  

Hibbert, Christopher.  Queen Victoria:  A Personal History.  (Queen of Great Britain for whom the Victorian Era is 
named.)  

Martines, Lauro.   Fire in the City:  Savonarola and the Struggle for the Soul of Renaissance Florence.  

Parker, Geoffrey.  Philip II.  (King of Spain.)  
 
Please note that you have twenty-one biographies to select from.  These are chosen according to the readability of 
the biographers and according to the emphasis on the subject in our European History course.  If you would like to 
read a biography that is not on this list, please bring the biography to me before the end of this school year and I 
will consider your request.  However, if the subject is not appropriate to the objectives of the course, you will be 
denied your selection.   

TEXT:   
The text we will be using in Advanced Placement European History is: 

A History of the Modern World, 10th edition, by R.R. Palmer, Joel Colton, and Lloyd Kramer (2007). 
ISBN-10: 0-07-325720-6  (0073257206) 
ISBN-13: 978-0-07-325720-4 (9780073257204) 

 
If you would like to purchase this book so that you can highlight it and keep it for future reference, it can be 
purchased from Amazon.com or GetTextbooks.com.  Be sure to purchase the 10th edition.   
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The Gathering Storm – Introduction and Background 
 
Winston S. Churchill (1874-1965) was the eldest son of the British Lord Randolph Churchill and his American 
wife, Jenny Jerome, and although he traveled widely, he lived in Great Britain his entire life.  In 1908 he married 
Clementine Hozier, who gave him life-long support, and they had four daughters and one son.  Churchill entered 
the British army in 1895, and served in India, Egypt, and the Sudan.  In October 1900, he was elected to the House 
of Commons as a Conservative from the district of Oldham.  Four years later, however, he left the Conservative 
Party and joined the Liberals, and then in 1924, he rejoined the Conservative Party.  All told, Churchill sat in 
Parliament for six decades, and served in a variety of positions in the government.  He also wrote a number of 
books and essays during his adult life which were widely read both in Britain and the U.S.  In September 1939, 
World War II began when Germany invaded Poland; and in May of 1940 Churchill became Prime Minister, a 
position which he held until the war in Europe ended on May 8, 1945.  Churchill’s leadership was vital to the war 
effort, and his coordination with United States President Franklin Roosevelt was essential to the defeat of Germany.  
After the war, Churchill spent much time writing The Second World War and in 1953, he was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for literature.  He returned to office as Prime Minister from 1951-1955.  He died in 1965 at the age of ninety.   
 
The Gathering Storm is the first book of Churchill’s six-volume series on World War II, which is called The 
Second World War.  This account is a memoir, which is a record of events written by a person having intimate 
knowledge of them and based on personal observation.  Thus it is a non-fiction account (it is not a novel), and is 
written from the personal perspective of Churchill to convey his point of view of the events he experienced. 
 
The Treaty of Versailles (1919) was the treaty that was drafted at the Paris Peace Conference following the 
armistice ending World War I (1914-1918).  During World War I, Germany invaded Belgium and France and tried 
unsuccessfully to capture Paris.  Fighting also occurred in Russia, the Balkan Peninsula, Italy, and the high seas.  
The war was the most destructive yet seen in history, with more than thirty million wounded and nearly ten million 
killed; thus at the end of the war, the victors sought to punish Germany, the country which Britain and France held 
most responsible for the war.  As a result of this desire for vengeance, the Treaty of Versailles was especially harsh 
toward Germany.  It required Germany to accept all of the blame for the beginning of the war (“The War Guilt 
Clause”), to give up specific territory to France and other countries, to pay reparations of $38 billion to countries 
damaged in the war, and to reduce its military to a very small force.  Germany accepted these terms; however, the 
treaty was generally despised in Germany, and later Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Party rose to prominence by claiming that 
he would violate all of the terms of the treaty and reestablish Germany as a European power.  Hitler became the 
leader of Germany on January 30, 1933 and led the country until his death in April 1945.  His rebuilding of the 
German military culminated in the German invasion of Poland in 1939 and started the Second World War.  
 
The British Government is a parliamentary government.  The monarch (king or queen) of Great Britain meets 
with government leaders regularly, but does not hold any political power.  The government is really run by the 
Prime Minister (PM), who is similar in power to the President of the United States.  Unlike the President, the Prime 
Minister is also a Member of Parliament, the British legislature.  Parliament is made up of two houses, called the 
House of Commons and the House of Lords, both of whose members may be appointed to government positions.  
The Prime Minister is almost always the head of the majority party of the House of Commons.  The PM does not 
serve a specific term like our president – he or she is PM as long as his or her party holds a majority of seats in the 
House of Commons.  In times of stress, this majority can change often.  Government leaders are known as 
“Ministers” and are members of Parliament.  Members of Parliament are known as MPs and referred to in 
parliamentary sessions as “My right honorable friend,” or some variation.   
 
British Prime Ministers from World War I to World War II: 
Herbert Asquith (1908-1916) 
David Lloyd George (1916-1922) 
Andrew Bonar Law (1922-1923) 
Stanly Baldwin (1923-1924, 1924-1929, 1935-1937) 
James Ramsay MacDonald (1924, 1929-1935) 
Neville Chamberlain (1937-1940)   
Winston S. Churchill (1940-1945) 
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ADVANCED PLACMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY 
Mrs. Milligan 

Text and Supplies 
 
 
Required Text:   

Palmer, R.R., Joel Colton, and Lloyd Kramer.  A History of the Modern World, Tenth Edition.  McGraw 
Hill:  New York, 2007.  Print. 

 
 This text will be available on the first day of class.   
 
Required Supplies:  These must be with you every day in class. 

1. Pencils 
2. Pens – must be blue or black 
3. Notebook paper 
4. Stapler 

 
Recommended Supplies:  These are suggested, but not required.   

1. Three-ring binder  
2. Large spiral-bound notebook for class notes  
3. Dividers with labels (tabs) for Homework, Maps, Handouts/Documents, and Tests.  Make another 

divider for Class Notes if you choose not to use a separate, spiral-bound notebook for your notes. 
4. One packet of loose-leaf college-lined notebook paper to be kept in your binder (you must have some 

paper that is not in a spiral notebook) 
5. White-out and an eraser 
6. Colored pencils or markers (if you prefer them for map work) 
7. 3-Hole punch 
8. A good reference atlas for map work (National Geographic is a good brand) 

 
Notes:   

1. There will be neither notebook checks nor any requirement regarding your own personal organization 
in AP European History – you may organize and store class materials in whatever way works best for 
you.  The “Recommended Supplies” are listed to help you in planning and organization for the class.   
 

2. You will be asked to take notes in class, which you may do either in a spiral-bound notebook or on 
loose-leaf notebook paper.  Although the use of technological tools and resources is encouraged outside 
of class, personal electronic devices will not be permitted in class. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY  
Geography Assignment 
 
During the first grading period, students will be responsible to learn the following geographic locations.  Quizzes 
will be held four times during the quarter. The culminating activity will be a hand-drawn map of Europe 
including a selection of the items below.  More specific instructions will be distributed the first week of school.  If 
you would like to work ahead on this component of your grade, focus on learning the locations of the items below.  
A blank copy of the map is posted on my classroom portal for your use.  Remember, this is not part of the 
summer assignment – it is being made available to students who may wish to work ahead on this component 
of the first nine-weeks.  A copy of a blank Europe map is posted on my portal (use “Blank Europe Map”). 
 
BAYS, CAPES, LAKES, OCEANS, SEAS, AND STRAITS:  Know the locations of each. 
 
Adriatic Sea 
Aegean Sea 
Atlantic Ocean 
Azov, Sea of  
Balearic Sea 
Baltic Sea 
Barents Sea 
Bay of Biscay 
Bay of the Seine 
Black Sea 
Bosporus Strait 

Caspian Sea 
Dardanelles 
English Channel 
Firth of Forth 
Gulf of Bothnia 
Gulf of Finland 
Gulf of Gdansk 
Gulf of Lyon 
Gulf of Riga 
Gulf of Taranto 
Ionian Sea 

Irish Sea 
Kattegat 
Lake Como 
Lake Constance 
Lake Ladoga 
Lake Trasimeno 
Ligurian Sea 
North Channel 
North Sea 
Scapa Flow 
Sea of Crete 

Sea of Marmara 
Skagerrak 
St. George’s Channel 
Strait of Dover 
Strait of Gibraltar 
Strait of Messina 
Strait of Sicily 
Tyrrhenian Sea 
White Sea 

 
ISLANDS AND PENINSULAS:  Know the locations of each. 
 
Aland 
Anatolia 
Aran Islands 
Balearic Islands 
Balkan Peninsula 
Great Britain 
Brittany 
Calabria 
Channel Islands 
Corsica 

Cotentin 
Crete 
Crimea 
Cyprus 
Elba 
Faroe Islands 
Fyn 
Gallipoli 
Gotland 
Iberia 

Iceland 
Inner Hebrides 
Ireland  
Isle of Man 
Isles of Scilly 
Isle of Wight 
Italian Peninsula 
Kola 
Lolland 
Malta 

Minorca 
Orkney Islands 
Outer Hebrides 
Peloponnesus 
Rhodes 
Sardinia 
Shetland Islands 
Sicily 
Sjaelland (Zealand) 

 
MOUNTAINS:  Mountain ranges need to be drawn in showing the extent of the range:  ΛΛΛΛΛΛ 
 
Abruzzi 
Alps, Cottian 
Alps, Dinaric 
Alps, Graian 
Alps, Julian 

Alps, Maritime 
Alps, North Albanian 
Alps, Swiss 
Alps, Transylvanian 
Apennines 

Balkans 
Carpathians 
Caucasus 
Grampians 
Juras 

Pindus 
Pyrenees 
Sudeten 
Urals  
Vosges 

 
RIVERS:  Rivers need to be drawn in from their source to the mouth of the river.   
 
Aisne 
Arno 
Danube 
Dnieper 
Dniester 
Don  
Douro 
Ebro 
Elbe 

Ems 
Garonne 
Guadalquivir 
Loire 
Main 
Marne 
Meuse 
Mosselle 
Neisse 

Niemen 
Oder 
Oise 
Orne 
Po 
Rhine 
Rhone 
Sava 
Schelde 

Seine 
Somme 
Tagas 
Thames 
Tiber 
Vistula (Wisla) 
Vltava 
Volga 
Weser 
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